


MESSAGE
FROM THE CEO

Let me be blunt: we're losing ground
on one of medicine's greatest
achievements, and older Canadians
are paying the price.

After 25 years defending seniors' rights
and three years of pandemic upheaval
that should have taught us everything
about the value of prevention, I'm
watching provinces walk away from
vaccines that keep our most vulnerable
citizens healthy, independent, and out
of hospital beds we desperately need
for other things.

This isn't about conspiracy theories or government overreach. This is about whether
we still believe in the fundamentals that built Canada's healthcare system: that
prevention works, that evidence matters, and that we have a collective responsibility
to protect each other.

I've spent decades advocating for seniors who've been failed by systems that should
protect them. I've written a book helping families navigate the complexities of aging
because these conversations matter. And I've watched too many preventable crises
unfold when we choose crisis management over smart investment.

The data in this report tells a story that should make every Canadian proud—and also
deeply concerned. We have provinces making bold moves to protect their aging
populations with modern, best-in-class vaccines. We also have provinces abandoning
coverage for diseases that are entirely preventable. We have jurisdictions embracing
innovation alongside others clinging to outdated approaches that leave seniors
unnecessarily vulnerable.

Here's what keeps me up at 3 AM: Every unvaccinated senior who develops
pneumonia isn't just experiencing personal illness—they're consuming healthcare
resources that other Canadians desperately need. Every outbreak in a long-term care
facility isn't just tragic—it's a systems failure that was entirely preventable. Every
family watching their loved one struggle with shingles isn't just dealing with pain—
they're facing months of diminished quality of life that a $2@0@ vaccine could have
prevented.




The numbers? According to the Canadian
Institute for Health Information, we're seeing
over 65,000 emergency department visits
annually for pneumonia alone—at an average of
5 hours per visit. That's 325,000 hours of
emergency care, consumed by a largely
preventable condition. Those are hours that could
have been available for heart attacks, strokes,
and accidents that truly require emergency
intervention.

But here's what gives me hope: We know how
to fix this. The provinces leading on vaccination
policy prove that political will and smart
investment can deliver results. The jurisdictions
embracing new vaccines like RSV show that
Canada can still be innovative when we choose to
be. The success stories scattered across this
country demonstrate that excellence is possible
when we treat vaccination as essential
infrastructure rather than optional add-ons.

The choice is ours. We can continue watching
preventable diseases steal independence, dignity,
and years from the Canadians who built this
country. Or we can demand better from our
governments, roll up our sleeves, and reclaim our
position as a leader in preventive health.

As one of my grandparents used to say: "The
best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The
second-best time is now." The best time to fix our
vaccination programs was long before the
pandemic. The second-best time is right now.

Laura Tamblyn Watts
CEQ, CanAge

Transparency Statement:
This report has been wholly
produced by CanAge, a national,
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without the support of funders who
have provided financial support at
an arm’s length to this project. The
partners that funded this project,
did not have any control over this
report’s findings, content or
creative.
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THE STATE OF PLAY: BIG SWINGS,
BOLD MOVES, AND CONCERNING

RETREATS

Three years of comprehensive analysis across Canada's provinces and territories
reveals a country in motion—but not always in the right direction. While some
jurisdictions are embracing vaccination innovation, others are making decisions that
threaten the health and independence of their aging populations.

Atlantic Canada: The Great Divergence

The Maritime provinces are writing
dramatically different stories about
vaccine access. Prince Edward Island
and Nova Scotia have emerged as
leaders, funding comprehensive vaccine
programs that include cutting-edge
shingles protection for their aging
populations. Newfoundland and Labrador
follows close behind with strong
coverage across multiple vaccines.

But New Brunswick now stands alone as
the only Atlantic province refusing to
fund shingles vaccines—a decision that
leaves thousands of older New
Brunswickers facing potential decades of
debilitating pain from a completely
preventable condition. When your
neighbours in PEI can get protected but
you can't, that's not healthcare equity—
that's a policy failure.

The RSV Revolution

Perhaps the most encouraging
development across our three-year
analysis has been Ontario's rapid response
to new RSV vaccine recommendations.
Ontario stepped up quickly to provide
coverage for a vaccine that didn't even
have formal NACI recommendations
during our first assessment year.

Fairly rapid adoption of RSV vaccines shows
that Canadian jurisdictions can move
decisively when they choose to prioritize
prevention. New Brunswick is the latest to
expand RSV coverage as part of their
program in October of this year.

The COVID Retreat

Alberta and Quebec have made the
concerning decision to end universal
COVID-19 vaccine funding—treating an
endemic virus like a solved problem rather
than an ongoing health challenge. This
retreat from prevention represents a
fundamental misunderstanding of what
"endemic" actually means and abandons
precisely the populations who need
ongoing protection most.

The Shingles Stalemate

Despite overwhelming evidence of
effectiveness and devastating
consequences of the disease, shingles
vaccine funding and access remain a
patchwork across Canada. The
provinces that have embraced
comprehensive coverage demonstrate
it's entirely feasible—making the refusal
by others even more difficult to defend.
But even where funding exists, access
can be challenging, with many
jurisdictions still not allowing pharmacy
administration, forcing older adults to
navigate complex referral systems for a
vaccine they desperately want and need.



BEYOND THE NOISE: WHY VACCINES
STILL MATTER IN A SKEPTICAL WORLD

We need to talk honestly about where we are. Canadians are tired of health messaging.
They're skeptical of government recommendations. They've heard conflicting advice, witnessed
policy reversals, and many have simply tuned out medical guidance entirely.

This vaccine fatigue is understandable—but it's also dangerous. Particularly when
misinformation is flooding across the border from the United States, creating confusion about
Canadian health policy and regulatory authority.

Here's what many Canadians don't realize: the CDC and FDA have no jurisdiction in
Canada whatsoever. American health recommendations, American vaccine approvals, and
American policy debates don't determine what's best for Canadians. When we base health
decisions on American information—whether from official U.S. sources or social media
misinformation—we’re at risk of making choices that may not be right for us at all.

We have Health Canada, the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI), and
provincial health authorities specifically because Canadian health needs, demographics, and
healthcare systems require Canadian solutions. Vaccines aren't separate from the healthcare
services Canadians already trust and use. They're part of the same preventive health toolkit
that includes cancer screening, blood pressure monitoring, and cholesterol management. Just
as we don't question the value of mammograms or colonoscopies, vaccines represent
evidence-based interventions that prevent serious illness and preserve quality of life.

The difference is timing: A mammogram detects problems that might already exist.
A vaccine prevents problems from developing in the first place.

This matters enormously for older adults managing chronic conditions. When someone with
diabetes contracts influenza, it's not just a few days of feeling unwell—it can destabilize their
blood sugar control for months, trigger complications, and accelerate the very health problems
they've been working to manage. The annual flu shot isn't separate from their diabetes care—
it's part of protecting their investment in their health.



THE EMERGING BRAIN HEALTH BONUS

Here's something that might surprise you: growing research suggests vaccines may
also protect your brain. Recent studies published in prestigious medical journals like
The Lancet and Nature Medicine show that the recombinant shingles vaccine is
associated with a 17% increase in diagnosis-free time, translating into 164 additional
days lived without a diagnosis of dementia in those subsequently affected.

This isn't just about shingles. Research shows people who had taken the influenza
vaccine were 40% less likely to develop Alzheimer's, while the risk was 25% lower with
shingles vaccination and 27% lower with pneumococcal vaccination.

The mechanism appears to be inflammation reduction. By preventing infections - or
limiting their severity - vaccines can stop the resulting neuroinflammation that could
lead to cognitive impairment. When viruses attack the body, they can trigger
inflammatory responses that extend to the brain, potentially damaging brain cells and
their communication networks.

This represents a completely unexpected benefit of staying current with adult
vaccinations: you may be protecting not just your immediate health, but your
cognitive future as well. As the prestigious 2024 Lancet Commission on dementia
noted, around 45% of dementia cases are potentially preventable by addressing
modifiable risk factors—and emerging evidence suggests vaccination may be one of
those factors.



WHAT THREE YEARS OF DATA REVEALS

Our comprehensive assessment across the 2023-24, 2024-25, and 2025-26
seasons reveadls both encouraging progress and concerning gaps:

The Good News The Concerning Trends

Several provinces have embraced Significant variation between
innovation, quickly adopting new provinces means postal code
vaccines like RSV when determines vaccine access

recommendations emerged

&

Overall grading trends show
improvement in many jurisdictions

Retreats from COVID-19 funding
ignore the reality of endemic
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willing to invest in comprehensive circulation
programs
N Y (_\/\ . . . .
& ccess channels have expanded I:I Shingles vaccine funding remains
1] 5 with more pharmacies, long-term [0Ua  inconsistent despite clear evidence
~  care programs, and mobile clinics of need and value
delivering vaccines
Eﬁfﬁ Some provinces can and do score (i)” Digital infrastructure failures make
P in the A range, proving that - it impossible for many Canadians to
excellence is achievable within track their vaccination status

Canadian healthcare systems



TDAP: THE
GRANDPARENT'S
VACCINE YOU
DIDN'T KNOW YOU
NEEDED

Here's something that might surprise you:
if you're over 5@ and especially if you're a
new or expecting grandparent, you may
need a tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis
(TDAP) booster.

Whooping cough is back. After decades
of successful control, whooping cough (aka
pertussis) is resurfacing in communities
across Canada—not primarily because of
waning immunity in older adults, but
because younger families are increasingly
skipping childhood vaccines for their
children.

This creates new responsibilities for
grandparents and other older adults.
When you maintain current immunity,
you help protect the newborns and
infants in your life who are too young to
be fully vaccinated themselves.

The 75-year-old who skips their TDAP
booster might unknowingly expose a
newborn grandchild to a disease that can
be fatal in infants. This isn't about
personal choice—it's about family
protection and community responsibility.

That's why we've added TDAP to our
provincial report cards. In a landscape
where childhood vaccination rates are
declining, adult immunity becomes even
more critical for protecting the most
vulnerable members of our communities.




INFLUENZA: THE ANNUAL THREAT
THAT DEMANDS RESPECT

Let's be clear about something: influenza is not a bad cold. The influenza virus that circulates
every fall and winter can knock healthy adults off their feet for weeks and leave older adults
facing months of recovery—if they recover fully at all.

This season brings good news on the vaccine front: Canada's influenza vaccines are moving to
trivalent formulations, streamlined to focus on the strains that are actually circulating. The
B/Yamagata lineage hasn't been detected globally since 2020, and B/Victoria strains have
similarly vanished from surveillance data. This shift allows vaccine manufacturers to
concentrate protection on the influenza A strains and remaining B strains that continue to cause
illness.

But here's what hasn't changed: influenza's capacity to devastate functional ability and
respiratory health, particularly in older adults. This isn't about a few days of feeling under the
weather—it's about weeks of diminished lung function, months of fatigue, and permanent
impacts on independence for those who don't bounce back.

The provinces that fund enhanced vaccines for older adults recognize this reality. For the
2025-26 season, NACI updated its guidance to recommend that any enhanced formulation—
high-dose inactivated (IIV-HD), adjuvanted (IIV-Adj), or recombinant (RIV)—be offered over
standard-dose vaccines for adults 65 and older. However, the evidence base supporting these
formulations varies considerably. NACI identifies high-dose inactivated vaccine as having "the
most substantial body of supporting evidence," with demonstrated efficacy showing
approximately 25% stronger protection compared to standard-dose vaccines in older adults,
while adjuvanted formulations have not consistently demonstrated the same magnitude of
benefit in direct comparative studies. Recombinant vaccines, though approved, are not currently
available in the Canadian market.

Ensuring an adequate supply of age-appropriate enhanced influenza vaccines remains
paramount. All provinces should procure sufficient quantities of senior-specific vaccines to
provide comprehensive coverage for adults 65 and older, and to best meet their needs where
they are. Vulnerable, immunocompromised, and marginalized adults, and those living in LTC,
ALC, and living at home in community with additional supports, face the highest risk of severe
influenza complications. These are the populations where vaccine effectiveness translates most
directly into prevention of hospitalization, functional decline, and mortality.
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CanAge's assessment methodology follows a "meet or exceed" approach to NACI’s
guidance. While provinces should meet NACI's baseline recommendation of offering
enhanced vaccines to adults 65 and older, jurisdictions can exceed this standard by
prioritizing formulations with the strongest evidence base for the highest-risk populations.
The best vaccine remains the one you actually receive—but for older adults, the best vaccine
is also one specifically designed to work with aging immune systems. Provincial immunization
programs should ensure that enhanced vaccines are universally accessible, adequately
supplied, and prioritized for those most vulnerable to severe influenza outcomes.

Annual influenza vaccination isn't separate from chronic disease management—it's part of
protecting all the health investments older adults have made. When someone managing
diabetes, heart disease, or arthritis contracts influenza, every condition becomes harder to
control. Influenza infection can worsen chronic conditions such as cardiovascular disease
and has been associated with a significantly increased risk of myocardial infarction (heart
attack) and stroke in the first 15 days after infection. The virus doesn't just attack the
respiratory system—it stress-tests everything.

DO YOU
KNOW YOUR
PNEUMO?

Most Canadians know what "pneumonia” is, but not specifically bacterial causes like
pneumococcal disease, which can be effectively prevented through vaccination. Yes, there's a
vaccine for that—known as pneumococcal conjugate vaccines, or PNEU-C-20 and PNEU-C-21.

What this means: If you received a pneumococcal vaccine even just a few years ago, you
may no longer be up-to-date. New higher-valency conjugate vaccines—protecting against
many strains of pneumococcus—were introduced in Canada in 2022 and 2024, offering
significantly broader protection than older formulations.

If you've never had the vaccine, it's not too late. NACI recommends pneumococcal
vaccination for all adults 65 and older, as well as adults under 65 with medical risk factors
that increase their risk of severe pneumococcal disease. If you've not reached age 65 and
have chronic lung disease, heart disease, diabetes, kidney disease, or any other conditions
that may make you more susceptible to respiratory illnesses, ask your healthcare provider
about pneumococcal vaccination.

The consequences of pneumococcal infection extend far beyond acute illness—including long-
term cognitive decline, cardiovascular complications, prolonged disability, and loss of
independence, particularly among older adults. In Canada, invasive pneumococcal disease
rates are highest among those 65 and older.

Think you've had your vaccine? Before these recent updates, only about half of Canadian
older adults were up-to-date on their pneumococcal vaccines—many had never heard of
them even though their province provided coverage.

Be sure to ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you're up-to-date with the
newest pneumococcal vaccines.
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COVID REALITY
CHECK: ENDEMIC
DOESN'T MEAN
“THE END"

Let's clarify something critical: When we hear
that COVID-19 has become endemic, it’s
describing its pattern of circulation—that’s
somewhat more of a predictable, ongoing
presence rather than explosive pandemic
spread. But no one is declaring victory or
suggesting the virus has become harmless.

Early wastewater surveillance data for this
season is concerning. \Wastewater monitoring
—which tracks virus levels in sewage systems
to provide early warning of community spread
—shows COVID-19 leading the pack of
circulating respiratory viruses this year,
continuing to circulate, evolve, and cause
serious illness, particularly in older adults and
those with underlying conditions.

The provinces that have abandoned COVID-
19 vaccine funding are essentially telling
their most vulnerable residents that ongoing
protection isn't a priority. This represents a
fundamental misunderstanding of what
responsible endemic disease management
requires.

Other countries maintaining robust COVID-19
vaccination programs for older adults are
seeing better outcomes with less healthcare
system strain.

Canada has the knowledge and resources to
do the sume—we just need the political will
to maintain prevention rather than
defaulting to crisis management.




THE CALL TO ACTION.:

WHAT EACH OF US CAN DO

The evidence is clear, the tools are available, and the stakes couldn't be higher.
Now is the time to act.

O

~= FOR INDIVIDUALS

* Know your vaccination status for all recommended adult vaccines.

* Advocate with your healthcare provider for vaccines you need but haven't received.

* Ask questions about new vaccines and changing recommendations.

» Share your experience with policymakers when vaccine access fails or succeeds.

* Don't wait for perfect information—the vaccines available today are safe and effective.

M FOR FAMILIES

e Support older adults in accessing vaccination services.

* Coordinate with healthcare providers to ensure comprehensive protection.

e Consider your role in protecting newborns and vulnerable family members through your
own vaccination choices.

* Advocate locally for better access to vaccination services.

@ FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

* Make vaccination assessment routine in every clinical encounter with older adults.

e Stay current with changing recommendations and communicate updates clearly to patients.
e Advocate within your organizations for systems that support vaccination delivery.

* Address concerns with empathy and evidence rather than dismissal.

a
% FOR POLICYMAKERS

e Study the high-performing provinces and implement their successful approaches.

* Treat vaccination as essential infrastructure, not optional programming.

* Invest in prevention rather than continuing to pay higher costs for crisis management.
* Maintain accountability for population health outcomes, not just budget allocations.
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ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES, CANADA!

Canada once led the world in vaccination innovation and uptake. We built a healthcare
system envied globally. We pioneered vaccine research that saved millions of lives. We
established ourselves as a beacon of public health leadership.

We can do it again.

The provinces achieving excellence prove that comprehensive vaccination programs are
possible within our existing healthcare frameworks. The jurisdictions embracing innovation
show that Canada can still lead when we choose to invest in evidence-based interventions.
The success stories across this country demonstrate that political will and appropriate
investment can deliver results.

But success requires choosing prevention over crisis management, investment over
cuts, and evidence over politics.

The window for action is narrowing. An aging population means the consequences of
vaccination failures become more severe every year. Healthcare system strain means
preventing illness becomes more crucial as treating illness becomes more difficult. The
time for comprehensive action is now.

So yes, roll up your sleeves for vaccines—and let's get to work. Policymakers need to
build infrastructure that makes vaccination accessible and routine rather than treating
prevention as optional programming. Healthcare providers need to make vaccination
assessment as standard as checking blood pressure. Families need to advocate for older
adults who deserve protection against preventable diseases. Citizens need to demand
accountability from governments that have failed to deliver on their basic responsibility to
keep people healthy.

The next time someone asks whether Canada still believes in the power of prevention, let's
make sure the answer is a resounding yes—backed by the political will and collective
action that belief requires.

Roll up your sleeves, Canada. Your health—and your healthcare system—depends on it.
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ALBERTA

Alberta's Vaccine Policies: A Tale of Two Systems for Seniors

2023-24 2024-25
- V4 - A

The 3-Year Story

Over the past three seasons, Alberta has presented a paradox in its public health
approach for older adults, coupling world-class immunization access and
information systems with inconsistent and often inequitable vaccine funding
policies that leave many vulnerable.

Key Issues: Critical funding gaps threaten the health of older Albertans. The
province consistently fails to provide universal public funding for the shingles
vaccine, leaving most adults over 50 to pay out-of-pocket for protection against a
painful iliness. Most alarmingly, the introduction of an administrative fee of $100
for the COVID-19 vaccine for the 2025-26 season will create an unacceptable
financial barrier for fixed-income seniors no receiving the Alberta Seniors Benefit,
undermining protection against severe illness and disease.

Core Strengths: The RSV program is a positive step, covering those aged 70 and
older, and all Albertans in LTC and ALC over the age of 60. Alberta Health Services
does an excellent job of providing communication, and delivering vaccines through
its infrastructure. The MyHealth Records portal empowers seniors with direct
digital access to their complete immunization history. The Alberta Outreach
Immunization Program is an exemplary model, bringing influenza, COVID-19, and
other routine vaccines directly to residents in long-term care and supportive living
facilities, effectively removing access barriers. The province also demonstrates
strong policy by fully funding enhanced influenza vaccines, adult Tdap boosters,
and upgrading its pneumococcal program to a more effective vaccine for seniors
in the 2024-2025 season.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Eliminate the $100 fee for COVID-19 vaccinations, and revert to full
universal funding for the 2025-26 to ensure equitable access.

2. Allocate public funding for the shingles vaccine to all Albertans aged 50
and older.

3. Expand targeted vaccine programs for systemically marginalized, equity-
deserving / equity-seeking groups, and other underserved communities.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
United Conservative Party

Premier
Danielle Smith

Minister of Primary &
Preventive Health Services
Adriana LaGrange

Minister of Finance
Naote Homer

Minister of Assisted Living
& Social Services
Jason Nixon

Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Sunil Sookram

Demographics

Total Population 4,888,723

Seniors (65+) 740,710 (15.15%)

Next Wave (50+) 1,583,585 (32.39%)
Median Age 38.0
Average Age 39.0



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 66.8%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 93.1%
Family Physicians per 100k Population: 115

Pharmacists per 100k Population: 129

Influenza Uptake Long-Term Care Beds: 15,762
National Goal of 80% (2023-24)

Health Spending per Capita: $6,016
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

BC's Seniors at Risk: Gaps in Vaccine Funding Undermine Strong

Public Health System

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
—_—
= = / D+

The 3-Year Story

Over the 2023-24, 2024-25, and 2025-26 seasons, British Columbia has
demonstrated a robust framework with excellent digital tools. However,
significant gaps in the public funding of key vaccines are the primary driver of
its low performance.

Key Issues: The province’s primary weakness lies in its funding decisions.

B.C. fails to publicly fund the recommended shingles and RSV vaccines for
older adults, placing a significant cost barrier on essential protection that can
exceed $300 per vaccine series. The province was slow to adopt newer, more
effective conjugate pneumococcal vaccines, only implementing it in its publicly
funded program starting July 2025, leaving seniors with less effective
protection in prior seasons. Despite recent outbreak activity in BC and
neighbouring provinces, the province is the only province that doesn’t provide a
single Tdap booster in adulthood, and routine 10-year booster for adults is the
Td-only vaccine, failing to provide crucial ongoing protection against pertussis
(whooping cough). For those with unknown status, the rules to obtain a catch-
up vaccine seem unnecessarily complex.

Core Strengths: Exceptional Digital Infrastructure; The Health Gateway portal
provides residents with excellent, user-friendly digital access to their
comprehensive immunization records, while the centralized Provincial
Immunization Registry supports coordinated care among providers.

Strong Public and Provider Education provides healthcare professionals with
comprehensive, up-to-date guidance.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Implement public funding for shingles (RZV) vaccines for all adults 50
and older.

2. Fund the RSV vaccine for older adults age 60+

3. Improve the Tdap booster program to meet NACI standards and to
address ongoing outbreak activity and sustained pertussis protection.

LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
New Democratic Party

Premier
David Eby

Minister of Health
Josie Osborne

Minister of Finance
Brenda Bailey

Parliamentary Secretary
for Seniors' Services
Susie Chant

Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Bonnie Henry

Demographics

Total Population 5,698,430

Seniors (65+) 1,127,346 (19.8%)
Next Wave (50+) 2,182,117 (38.29)
Median Age 40.9
Average Age 42.5



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 64.9%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 90.0%

Family Physicians per 100k Population: 138

Pharmacists per 100k Population: 119

Influenza Uptake Long-Term Care Beds: 27,478
National Goal of 80% (2023-24)

Health Spending per Capita: $6,464
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MANITOBA

Protecting Our Elders: Manitoba's Patchwork Vaccine Coverage

Leaves Seniors Vulnerable

2023-24 2025-26
= / / C+

The 3-Year Story

Manitoba's public health efforts from 2023-26 show a mix of forward-
thinking initiatives and critical failures in protecting its older adult population.
While the province maintains solid educational frameworks and provider
tools, significant gaps in funding persist for key vaccines undermine the goal
of healthy aging.

Key Issues: Most alarmingly, the province completely fails to publicly fund
the shingles vaccine, leaving seniors to pay out-of-pocket or risk debilitating
pain. Furthermore, access to the new RSV vaccine is restricted to only those
in long-term care, ignoring the vast majority of older adults living in the
community. The modernized pneumococcal vaccine program was outdated
until this season, Fall 2025, Additionally, residents lack a user-friendly portal
to digitally access their own complete immunization history.

Core Strengths: Manitoba excels in providing healthcare professionals with a
centralized immunization registry (PHIMS) and excellent, up-to-date
educational resources. Access to funded vaccines is robust through
pharmacies, public health units, and physician offices. The province also
ensures comprehensive coverage for routine adult vaccines including
enhanced flu vaccines for those age 65+, Tdap boosters every 10 years, has
committed to fully funding the seasonal COVID-19 vaccine program.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Immediately fund the shingles vaccine for all adults 50 and older.
2. Expand RSV vaccine access to all older Manitobans age 50+.

3. Develop a secure digital portal for residents to view and download
their immunization records.

LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
New Democratic Party

Premier
Wab Kinew

Minister of Health, Seniors
and Long-Term Care
Uzoma Asagwara

Minister of Finance
Adrien Sala

Chief Provincial Public
Health Officer
Dr. Brent Roussin

Demographics

Total Population 1,494,301

Seniors (65+) 251,515 (16.8%)

Next Wave (50+) 503,565 (33.7%)
Median Age 37.3
Average Age 39.3



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 68.6%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 95.0%

Family Physicians per 100k Population: 107

Pharmacists per 100k Population: 112

Influenza Uptake Long-Term Care Beds: 9,765
National Goal of 80% (2023-24)

Health Spending per Capita: $5,825
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Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
% As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




NEW BRUNSWICK

To Protecting Our Elders: New Brunswick Must Close

Critical Vaccine Gaps
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The 3-Year Story
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New Brunswick's public health system demonstrates foundational strengths
in vaccine access and digital health infrastructure. However, a reactive and
inconsistent approach to funding critical adult immunizations over the past
three seasons has left older adults unnecessarily exposed to preventable
diseases, creating significant gaps in protection.

Key Issues: Being the only province in Atlantic Canada with a complete lack
of public funding for the shingles vaccine is a significant failure, leaving
New Brunswick seniors to bear the full cost of preventing a debilitating
illness. The province was also slow to fund RSV vaccines, implementing a
highly restrictive program for older adults only in late 2024 before expanding
it in 2025. Furthermore, public education relies on passive web content rather
than proactive awareness campaigns that are essential to drive uptake
among vulnerable populations.

Core Strengths: New Brunswick excels in making vaccinations convenient.
Immunizations are widely available through multiple channels including
pharmacies, primary care, and on-site in long-term care homes. Its
digital systems, like the MyHealthNB portal for residents and the Public
Health Information Solution (PHIS) registry for providers, are exemplary,
ensuring accurate and accessible records. The province also maintains
robust provider education resources to ensure professionals are well-
informed.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Immediately establish a public program to fund the shingles vaccine
for all adults aged 5@ and over.

2. Coming Soon! Expanded RSV vaccine eligibility to all adults aged 60+
and living in LTC, and ALC. (October 14™, 2025)

3. Invest in proactive, multi-channel public awareness campaigns to
improve vaccine literacy and uptake.

LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Liberal Party

Premier
Susan Holt

Minister of Health
John Dornan

Minister of Finance and
Treasury Board
René Legacy

Minister of Seniors
Lyne Chantal Boudreau

Chief Medical Officer
of Health
Dr. Yves Léger

Demographics

Total Population 854,355
Seniors (65+) 196,181 (23.0%)
"Next Wave" (50+) 372,277 (43.6%)
Median Age 44.8
Average Age 44.2



Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 55.0%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 91.4%

Family Physicians per 100k Population: 141
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 113
Long-Term Care Beds: 4,925

Health Spending per Capita: $5,600

Funding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific: 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Pneumococcal 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles 50+ ‘ ‘ ‘
RSV 65+ o ® @
Tdap Adult Booster o @ ()
COVID-19 Universal o @ @

HCP Public Pharm In-Home
Office Health armacy Outreach
Influenza ' ' ' ‘ ‘ ‘
Pneumococcal @ ) o ® ® o
Shingles ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
RSV o o @ @ @ o
Tdap o o o o o o
COVID-19 ' ' ' ‘ ' ‘
Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26

Digital Vaccine Records

Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access

Clear Funding Information

Provider Education

Public Education

* Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access
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NEWFOUNDLAND

& LABRADOR

Newfoundiand and Labrador's Vaccine Plan: Solid Progress for

Seniors, but Gaps Remain

The 3-Year Story

Newfoundland and Labrador made significant progress in funding crucial vaccines
for older adults, most notably through a landmark expansion of its shingles
program and enhanced influenza vaccine access. However, this progress is
tempered by continued restrictions on RSV vaccines and critical gaps in digital
health infrastructure that impede care for seniors.

Key Issues: A limited RSV vaccine program, restricted to adults aged 60 and over
in congregate living facilities, fails to protect the broader older adult population.
The lack of modern digital immunization records means residents cannot access
their complete history online. The MyHealthNL app provides direct patient access,
but does not include immunization records - requiring contact with multiple
regional health authorities. The provider-facing registry, HEALTHe NL, excludes
immunization data for anyone born before 2003, which isn’t great for tracking
seniors' health. As a result of this digital modernization, online documentation for
vaccine program information lacks clarity on what’s funded and which access
points are available. The province’s timefortheshot.ca website could be improved.

Core Strengths: We are seeing a strong commitment to seniors' health in moving
to the modern Pneu-C-20 vaccine for all adults 65 and older, providing enhanced
influenza vaccines to all seniors aged 65 and over, and full funding of the shingles
vaccine for all residents 5@ and over, implemented September, 2025. Access is
supported by a network of pharmacies, public health clinics, and physician offices.
The province also offers an essential in-home vaccination service for homebound
individuals.

Recommended Next Steps:

1.Expand RSV vaccine eligibility to at least meet NACI recommendations to
include RSV for adults 75+, with continued coverage for those aged 6@ and
living in LTC or ALC.

2.Integrate complete vaccination records into MyHealthNL and HEALTHe NL for
all residents regardless of birth year.

3.Streamline public-facing documentation and vaccine program information to
clearly communicate which vaccines are available at which access points,
supporting informed decision-making by residents.

LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Liberal Party

Premier
John Hogan

Minister of Health and
Community Services
Krista Lynn Howell

Minister of Finance and
Treasury Board
Siobhan Coady

Minister of Seniors
Jamie Korab

Chief Medical Officer
of Health
Dr. Janice Fitzgerald

Demographics

Total Population 545,247

Seniors (65+) 134,324 (24.6%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 257,288 (47.19%)

Median Age 47.8

Average Age 47.8



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 68.6%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 84.0%
58% — .

o Family Physicians per 100k Population: 124

Pharmacists per 100k Population: 142

Influenza Uptake Long-Term Care Beds: 3,014

National Goal of 80%
s o) Health Spending per Capita: $8,272

(2023-24)

Funding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26

Influenza Senior-Specific: 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘

(o)

31 /O Pneumococcal 65+ ‘ ‘ '

Shingles 50+ o o ®

RSV 65+ o o ®

Pneumococcal Uptake Telop Adult Booster ® ® ®

(Reported having “ever COVID-19 Universal ® ‘ ‘

received", CHSS 2020)

HCP Public In-Home
Office Health Outreach

Pharmacy

2 3 % Influenza ) o (] o o o
Pneumococcal ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ' ‘
Shingles ) ) ) o o o
D RSV ® e o o e o
(Rep:'::tgeele :avig;q“ejer Tdap ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
received", CHSS 2020 COVID-19 ' ' ' ' ‘ ‘
Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26

Digital Vaccine Records o o o

Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access o ) )

Clear Funding Information o o o

Provider Education o o o

Public Education ® ® ®

 Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




OVA SCOTIA

From Laggard to Leader:

Nova Scotia’s Progress Earns Top Position in Our Rankings

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
F / C / A-

The 3-Year Story

Over the last three seasons, Nova Scotia has shown commendable progress
in expanding its public vaccine programs for older adults.

Key Issues: Remaining weaknesses include the significantly delayed
implementation of crucial vaccine programs, such as for the long-promised
shingles vaccine, and the more recent implementation of RSV, which only
became available in May, 2025.

Core Strengths: The province's core strengths lie in its robust funding for
enhanced influenza and modern pneumococcal vaccines for all seniors.
Access is supported through multiple channels, including primary care,
pharmacies, and public health clinics, which simplifies the process for many.
The government also excels at providing clear educational materials for
healthcare providers and engages the public through multi-channel
awareness campaigns. The personal digital immunization records, while
initially focused only on COVID-19, has since expanded allowing Nova
Scotians the ability to manage their immunization records effectively through
VaxRecordNS.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Continue leadership with expanded eligibility for shingles for all Nova
Scotians aged 50+, and expand RSV vaccines to meet or exceed NACI
recommendations, potentially covering all adults aged 50 and older.

2. Expand targeted vaccine programs for systemically marginalized, equity-
deserving / equity-seeking groups, and other underserved communities

3. Establish universal in-home vaccination programs for all routine adult

immunizations, or if they are available, communicate them easily for Nova
Scotians to find.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Progressive Conservative

Premier
Tim Houston

Minister of Health and
Wellness
Michelle Thompson

Minister of Finance and
Treasury Board
John Lohr

Minister of Seniors and
Long-Term Care
Barbara Adams

Chief Medical Officer
of Health
Dr. Robert Strang

Demographics

Total Population 1,076,374

Seniors (65+) 238,698 (22.2%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 455,738 (42.3%)

Median Age 43.5

Average Age 43.8



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 64.3%

% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 89.0%
Family Physicians per 100k Population: 121
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 140

Long-Term Care Beds: 6,842

Influenza Uptake
National Goal of 80%

Health Spending per Capita: $6,995

(2023-24)
Fu nding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ' ‘
Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ o o ®
Shingles RZV 50+ ® ®
RSV 60+ LTC & ALC / 75+ ® o
Pneumococcal Uptake Tdap Adult Booster(s)
(Reported having “ever _ .
received", CHSS 2020) covip-19 Universal o o ®
HCP Public In-Home
*
Access Office Health Pharmacy £Ie ALC Outreach
3 3 O/ Influenza o o o o o o
o
Pneumococcal . ' ‘
Shingles ' '
RSV o o o o o
Shingles Uptake
Tdap
(Reported having “ever ‘ ‘ ‘
received", CHSS 2020 COVID-19 o o o o o o
Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26
Digital Vaccine Records - Individual Access o
Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access o
Provider Education ‘
Public Education ‘

Equity & Outreach

Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




RTHWEST TERRITORIES

NWT Seniors at Risk: Vaccine Gaps Demand Urgent Action

2023-24 2024-25

The 3-Year Story

Over the 2023-26 period, the Northwest Territories' public health approach to
adult immunization has been inadequate, leaving older adults unnecessarily
exposed to preventable diseases. While foundational programs exist,
significant gaps in funding, access, and awareness create a landscape of
missed opportunities for protecting our seniors.

Key Issues: The territory's most significant failing is the lack of public
funding for the highly effective Shingles (RZV) and RSV vaccines, which are
critical for older adults. Furthermore, access to the enhanced influenza
vaccine is restricted to only those in long-term care facilities, denying
enhanced protections to the broader 65+ community. This is compounded by
a near-total lack of modern digital tools for residents to access their own
immunization records and a reliance on passive, website-only public
education.

Core Strengths: NWT demonstrates capability with its strong, publicly
funded programs for the modern Pneu-C-20@ pneumococcal vaccine for all
seniors and its comprehensive Tdap booster program. The territory also
provides excellent, up-to-date educational resources for its healthcare
providers, ensuring they have the latest clinical guidance.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Immediately fund Shingles and RSV vaccines for all recommended older
adults.

2. Expand enhanced flu vaccine eligibility to all residents 65+.

3. Invest in a public digital immunization portal and launch proactive
awareness campaigns.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Consensus Government

Premier
R.J. Simpson

Minister of Health and
Social Services
Lesa Semmler

Minister of Finance
Caroline Wawzonek

Chief Public Health Officer
Dr. Komi Kandola

Demographics

Total Population 44,731

Seniors (65+) 5005 (11.2%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 13,427 (30.0%)

Median Age 36.0

Average Age 37.3



VACCINE UPTAKE

Influenza Uptake
National Goal of 80%
(2023-24)

Pneumococcal Uptake
(Reported having “ever
received", CHSS 2020)

N/A

Shingles Uptake
(Reported having “ever
received", CHSS 2020

Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 62.6%

% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 69.1%
Family Physicians per 100k Population: 102
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 107

Long-Term Care Beds: 201

Health Spending per Capita: $15383

Funding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+

Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ ‘ ‘ '
Shingles RZV 50+ o o o
RSV 60+ LTC & ALC / 75+ o o o
Tdap Adult Booster(s) o o o
COVID-19 Universal ) o @

Hep Public —— In-Home
Office Health Outreach
Influenza () o o )
Pneumococcal ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles ' ' ' ' ' ‘
RSV ® o o o o o
Tdap ® o o
COVID-19 ‘ ‘ ‘
Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26
Digital Vaccine Records - Individual Access o o o
Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access o o o
Provider Education ‘ ‘ ‘
Public Education
Equity & Outreach

Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access



UNAVUT

“Nunavut's Seniors at Risk: Urgent Action Needed on Vaccine

. Access and Funding

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
S — B — -

The 3-Year Story

32

Three-Season Overview Nunavut's public health approach for older adults
has been largely reactive, with significant gaps in funding and access for
key preventative vaccines, overshadowed only by a recent, promising
legislative step towards modernization.

Key Issues: The territory has limited evidence through available
documentation for 2025-26 of public funding for enhanced influenza, modern
pneumococcal, and COVID vaccines. Gaps in coverage for shingles, and RSV
vaccines persist for older adults. Access remains a critical weakness;
pharmacists were legally unable to administer vaccines during the COVID-19
pandemic, and a new law to rectify this is not yet implemented. Furthermore,
there is a lack of evidence for accessible digital health records, provider
education, or public awareness campaigns for adult immunization, leaving
seniors uninformed and underserved.

Core Strengths The primary strength is the passage of the Pharmacy
Profession Act in May 2025. This forward-thinking legislation will empower
pharmacists to administer vaccines and provide remote care to communities
lacking a pharmacy. Once implemented, it represents a monumental step
toward improving healthcare delivery and bringing Nunavut closer in line with
other Canadian jurisdictions.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Immediately fund Shingles and RSV vaccines for all recommended older
adults.

2. Expand enhanced flu vaccine eligibility to all residents 65+.

3. Invest in a public digital immunization portal and launch proactive
awareness campaigns.

LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Consensus Government

Premier
P.J. Akeeagok

Minister of Health
John Main

Minister of Finance
Lorne Kusugak

Acting Chief Medical Officer
of Health
Dr. Ekua Agyemang

Demographics

Total Population 41,159

Seniors (65+) 1,959 (4.8%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 7,643 (18.6%)

Median Age 26.8

Average Age 29.3



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 59.0%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: N/A
45% .

o Family Physicians per 100k Population: 61
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 115

Long-Term Care Beds: 28

Influenza Uptake
National Goal of 80%

Health Spending per Capita: $19,345

(2023-24)
Fu nding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ' ‘ ‘
Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles RZV 50+ o o o
RSV 60+ LTC & ALC / 75+ o o o
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Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26
Digital Vaccine Records - Individual Access o o o

Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access

Provider Education '

Public Education

Equity & Outreach

Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




ONTARIO

Ontario's Seniors Left Vulnerable: Gaps in Vaccine

Access Demand Action

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
D+ / C / B-

The 3-Year Story

Ontario has shown a growing commitment to protecting older adults from
respiratory seasonal illnesses. However, this progress is undermined by significant
gaps in funding eligibility and major access barriers, leaving many seniors
unnecessarily exposed to preventable diseases.

Key Issues: Ontario's vaccination strategy for older adults has critical weaknesses
that are restrictive in comparison to other jurisdictions. The shingles vaccine is
provided to a narrow cohort of those aged 65-70 years, leaving many to pay out of
pocket to avoid a painful iliness. A significant access barrier is the province's failure
to permit pharmacists to administer all publicly-funded vaccines. Furthermore, the
lack of a centralized digital immunization registry makes it difficult for individuals
and their doctors to track vaccination status effectively.

Core Strengths: Ontario took a leadership position on RSV, funding the vaccine
even before NACI made formal recommendations - and continues that coverage
for adults aged 75+, and those aged 6@+ in LTC and ALC. The province’s free access
to annual enhanced flu and COVID-19 vaccines through an extensive network of
over 3,800 pharmacies, primary care providers, and public health units, is good -
and needs to be expanded to cover all vaccines. Public education campaigns and
resources for healthcare professionals are robust and regularly updated.
Additionally, the province demonstrates a strong commitment to equity through
targeted outreach and dedicated vaccination clinics for Indigenous communities.

Recommended Next Steps:
1. Expand public funding for RZV shingles vaccines to all adults 5@+, and consider
offering Tdap as routine, 10-year boosters in light of recent pertussis outbreak

activity.

2. Empower pharmacists to prescribe and administer all publicly-funded routine
and recommended adult immunizations.

3. Invest in a centralized, accessible digital immunization registry for all Ontarians.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Progressive Conservatives

Premier
Doug Ford

Minister of Health
Sylvia Jones

Minister of Finance
Peter Bethlenfalvy

Minister for Seniors
and Accessibility
Raymond Cho

Minister of Long-Term Care
Natalia Kusendova-Bashta

Chief Medical Officer of
Health
Dr. Kieran Moore

Demographics

Total Population 16,124,116

Seniors (65+) 2,954,128 (18.3%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 5,963,038 (37.0%)

Median Age 39.6

Average Age 41.3



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 68.6%

% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 95.5%
o amily Physicians per opulation:

7@0/ Family Physici 100k Population: 110

Pharmacists per 100k Population: 112

Long-Term Care Beds: 78,902

Influenza Uptake
National Goal of 80%

(2023-24) Health Spending per Capita: $5,310
Fu nding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ' ' ‘
52% Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ o o o
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(o)
93% Influenza e o o o o e
Pneumococcal ' . ' ' ‘ ‘
Shingles ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ '
RSV
Shingles Uptake o o L J o o o
(Reported having “ever Tdap ) ) ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
received", CHSS 2020
COVID-19 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ '
Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26
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* Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

PEI's Strong Vaccine Programs Need Key Upgrades to Fully

Protect Seniors

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
D- / A / A+

The 3-Year Story

Prince Edward Island has emerged as Canada's national leader in adult
immunization, achieving exceptional results across all three seasons through
comprehensive vaccine funding, robust access infrastructure, and a clear
commitment to protecting older adults from preventable diseases.

Core Strengths: PEI sets the gold standard with universal public funding for
all essential vaccines. The province provides enhanced influenza vaccines for
all seniors 65+, the modern Pneu-C-20 pneumococcal vaccine for seniors and
at-risk adults, and free shingles vaccines for all Islanders 5@ and over. The
publicly-funded RSV vaccine program meets NACI recommendations,
covering those aged 75+ in community and those 6@+ in LTC and ALC. PEI's
comprehensive Tdap program provides routine boosters every 10 years with
additional boosters for those in close contact with newborns. Access is
exemplary, supported through multiple channels including pharmacies,
primary care, public health units, on-site services in LTC and ALC facilities, and
in-home vaccination services for homebound residents. The recent launch of a
digital portal for personal health records in September 2025 represents
another significant stride in healthcare modernization.

Opportunities for Continued Excellence:

1.Enhance government website clarity and transparency regarding publicly-
funded vaccines and access points to ensure all residents can easily
navigate available services.

2.Consider expansion of RSV vaccines to those age 50+ and broaden
coverage for all adults at age 6@+, positioning PEI ahead of NACI's latest
guidance.

3.Expand targeted vaccine programs for systemically marginalized, equity-
deserving / equity-seeking groups, and other underserved communities.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Progressive Conservative

Premier
Rob Lantz

Minister of Health and
Wellness
Mark McLane

Minister of Finance
Jill Burridge

Minister of Social
Development and Seniors
Barb Ramsay

Chief Medical Officer of
Health
Dr. Heather Morrison

Demographics

Total Population 178,550

Seniors (65+) 36,848 (20.6%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 70,945 (39.7%)

Median Age 41.3

Average Age 42.4



VACCINE UPTAKE

70%

Influenza Uptake
National Goal of 80%
(2023-24)

45%

Pneumococcal Uptake
(Reported having “ever
received", CHSS 2020)

38%

Shingles Uptake
(Reported having “ever
received", CHSS 2020

Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 63.8%

% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 86.8%

Family Physicians per 100k Population: 118

Pharmacists per 100k Population: 126

Long-Term Care Beds: 1,244

Health Spending per Capita: $6,654

Funding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles RZV 50+ o o o
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RSV [ J [ J [ J | J [ J [ J
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Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access o o o
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Equity & Outreach

Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings

%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access



QUEBEC

A Call to Action: Quebec Must Close Gaps in Vaccine

Protection for Older Adults

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26

/b /| ¢

The 3-Year Story

Over the past three seasons, Quebec has shown a concerning trend of lagging
behind national standards for protecting its older adult population. The
province has implemented policies with overly restrictive age limits,
undermining the health of its seniors despite some progress in introducing new
immunizations.

Key Issues: Quebec plans to restrict funding for COVID-19 vaccines for most
adults starting in Fall 2025, creating a significant financial barrier to protection.
Quebec also has highly limited eligibility thresholds, funding shingles and
recommending influenza vaccines only at age 75, well above the standard of
65. The province has modernized pneumococcal vaccines, but has also
maintained the availability of formulations that are no longer recommended.
There is also a lack of a simple digital portal to access one’s vaccination
records, instead facing a formal, cumbersome request process for fulfilment
at a later date.

Core Strengths: Quebec Immunization Program (QIP) introduction of a funded
RSV vaccine program for vulnerable seniors in LTC and residential care. The

LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Coalition Avenir Québec

Premier
Francois Legault

Minister of Health
Christian Dubé

Minister of Finance
Eric Girard

Minister Responsible
for Seniors
Caroline Proulx

Director of
Public Health
Dr. Caroline Quach-Thanh

. o . N : Demographics
province also maintains a centralized vaccination registry for healthcare
providers and provides them with detailed, up-to-date clinical guidance. Total Population 9,056,044
Recommended Next Steps: Seniors (65+) 1,908,944 (21.1%)

1. Expand the eligibility for all publicly-funded vaccines including "Next Wave" (50+) 3,622,362 (40.0%)

enhanced influenza, RZV shingles vaccines, RSV, and Tdap to meet or

exceed NACI recommendations and protect Quebec’s senior population. Median Age 42.5

2. Reverse the plan to end universal coverage for COVID-19 vaccination. Average Age 42.8

3. Launch a user-friendly digital portal for the public to easily access
personal immunization records.
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Health System Context
% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 60.1%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 83.5%
Family Physicians per 100k Population: 130
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 126
Long-Term Care Beds: 40,823

Health Spending per Capita: $6,003

Funding DESCRIPTION 23/24  24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ‘ . .
Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ o o o
Shingles RZV 50+ ® ® o
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COVID-19 Universal o o o
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Influenza ' ' ' ' ' .
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Tdap o o o o o o
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Digital Vaccine Records - Individual Access

Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access

Provider Education

Public Education

Equity & Outreach

* Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
%k As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




SASKATCHEWAN

Saskatchewan's Patchwork Protection: Strengths in Digital Health

Hampered by Gaps in Vaccine Funding

2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
= / D+ / OF

The 3-Year Story

Saskatchewan has demonstrated a commitment to foundational public health
services, excelling in digital infrastructure and access channels but showing
concerning gaps in funding for crucial modern vaccines that protect older
adults.

Key Issues: Critical funding gaps leave seniors vulnerable. The province fails
to publicly fund recommended shingles and RSV vaccines, forcing older adults
to pay hundreds of dollars out-of-pocket or go without protection entirely. The
pneumococcal vaccine program, while recently improved to include a newer
conjugate vaccine, remains restricted to only those who have never received a
previous dose, leaving many seniors under-protected. Furthermore, public
education efforts are minimal and reactive, focusing almost exclusively on
seasonal influenza and COVID-19, failing to promote the broader importance
of adult immunization year-round.

Core Strengths: Saskatchewan excels in digital health infrastructure and
targeted outreach. The MySaskHealthRecord portal provides residents with
direct, user-friendly digital access to their complete immunization histories.
Behind the scenes, the province’s centralized Panorama registry gives
healthcare providers a unified view of patient records, enhancing care
coordination and safety. The province also provides robust, up-to-date
educational manuals for healthcare providers.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Immediately establish public funding for both RZV shingles vaccines and
RSV vaccines for all recommended older adults.

2. Expand the pneumococcal vaccine program to align fully with national
recommendations for all seniors 65+, including top-up vaccination programs.

3. Expand targeted vaccine programs for systemically marginalized, equity-
deserving / equity-seeking groups, and other underserved communities.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Saskatchewan Party

Premier
Scott Moe

Minister of Health
Jeremy Cockrill

Minister of Finance
Jim Reiter

Minister of Seniors
Lori Carr

Chief Medical Health Officer
Dr. Saqib Shahab

Demographics

Total Population 1,239,865

Seniors (65+) 217,401 (17.5%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 425937 (34.4%)

Median Age 38.3

Average Age 39.6



VACCINE UPTAKE

66%

Influenza Uptake
National Goal of 80%
(2023-24)

Pneumococcal Uptake
(Reported having “ever
received", CHSS 2020)

Shingles Uptake
(Reported having “ever
received", CHSS 2020

Health System Context
% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 67.1%
% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 92.2%
Family Physicians per 100k Population: 118
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 142
Long-Term Care Beds: 8924

Health Spending per Capita: $6,075

Funding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles RZV 50+ o o o
RSV 60+ LTC & ALC / 75+ o o o
Tdap Adult Booster(s) o o o
COVID-19 Universal @ o @

ACCeSS*  gul,  faw PMmey UC  Ac gl

Influenza o ] o o o o

Pneumococcal @ o

Shingles ® ® ® ® ® ®

RSV ® o o o o o

Tdap 9o o

COVID-19 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26
Digital Vaccine Records - Individual Access o o o

Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access o o o
Provider Education ‘
Public Education o

Equity & Outreach

Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
% As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access
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Protecting Yukon's Elders: A Call for
Comprehensive Immunization

2024-25

The 3-Year Story

Yukon demonstrates a commitment to protecting its older adults, particularly
with excellent high-dose flu and COVID-19 vaccine programs, its performance
in some areas reveal

Key Issues: Where the territory was once a leader on shingles vaccines, it has
failed to broaden coverage beyond its initial program which provides shingles
vaccines to Yukoners aged 65+, excluding adults aged 50-64. A significant gap
also exists in digital infrastructure, as residents have no portal to access their
own immunization records and must instead formally contact various health
centres to secure their records.

Core Strengths: Yukon excels in providing enhanced influenza vaccines for all
seniors 65 and older across all the evaluated seasons, a critical measure for
protecting this vulnerable group. The new conjugate pneumococcal vaccines
are also offered as of 2024-25. The new RSV vaccine is available to Yukoners
(75+) or anyone living in long-term care, exceeding NACI’s recommendations
for care settings. Its vaccine delivery network is fairly robust, with accessible
community health centres across the territory, including numerous rural
communities, supplemented by pharmacy options in Whitehorse.

Recommended Next Steps:

1. Expand shingles vaccine funding to include all adults aged 50 and older

2. As Yukon continues to modernize systems and processes in other
aspects of their healthcare system, the consideration of public health and
immunization records access for healthcare providers and direct access
for patients should be a part of this plan

3. With Pertussis cases on the rise, consider expanding Tdap coverage to

exceed NACI standards to provide Tdap as a routine booster or doses to
support older adults in close contact with newborns.
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LEADERSHIP

Governing Party
Liberal Party

Premier
Mike Pemberton

Minister of Health and
Social Services
Tracy-Anne McPhee

Minister of Finance
Sandy Silver

Chief Medical Officer
of Health
Dr. Sudit Ranade

Demographics

Total Population 46,704

Seniors (65+) 7,062 (15.1%)

"Next Wave" (50+) 15,282 (32.7%)

Median Age 38.4

Average Age 39.7



VACCINE UPTAKE Health System Context

% of Seniors with 2+ Chronic Conditions: 56.7%

% of Seniors with a Regular Healthcare Provider: 91.1%
Family Physicians per 100k Population: 167
Pharmacists per 100k Population: 127

Long-Term Care Beds: 312

Influenza Uptake

National Goal of 80%

(2023-24) Health Spending per Capita: $10,763
Fu nding DESCRIPTION 23/24 24/25 25/26
Influenza Senior-Specific for 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Pneumococcal Conjugate (20/21) 65+ ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles RZV 50+
RSV 60+ LTC & ALC / 75+ o o
Pneumococcal Uptake Tdap Adult Booster(s)
(Reported having “ever
received”, CHSS 2020) COVID-19 Universal [ o o

ACCeSS*  Gul,  fw PMmey UC  Ac gl
Influenza o o o o o
Pneumococcal ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Shingles o o o o o
Shingles Uptake e o ® ® ®

(Reported having “ever Tdap @ o o

received", CHSS 2020 COVID-19 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Awareness 23/24 24/25 25/26
Digital Vaccine Records - Individual Access o o o
Centralized Vaccine Records - HCP Access o o o
Provider Education ‘ ‘
Public Education
Equity & Outreach

Indicates partial coverage OR inconclusive findings
% As with our previous reports, Funding must be satisfied to achieve a score in Access




ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

OVERVIEW

This methodology evaluates provincial and territorial adult vaccination programs across three
assessment categories: Funding, Access, and Awareness. The assessment covers three distinct seasons,
each with specific National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) guidance benchmarks.

Assessment Lens: This methodology evaluates vaccine programs through the lens of best-in-class,
evidence-based recommendations for adults aged 50+, focusing on vaccines with universal formulations
for adults (such as COVID-19 and Tdap) or specific recommendations for the 5@+ population.

Assessment Philosophy: Jurisdictions are assessed on whether they meet or exceed NACI's public
health program recommendations for this age group.

Assessment Periods
o 2023-2024 Season: September 2023 to August 2024

o 2024-2025 Season: September 2024 to August 2025
o 2025-2026 Season: September 2025 to August 2026

FUNDING ASSESSMENT

The Funding category evaluates whether specified vaccines are publicly-funded in alignment with NACI
benchmarks for each season.

Vaccine Categories Assessed

INFLUENZA

2023-24 & 2024-25 Season Benchmarks: NACI guidance establishes preference for enhanced vaccines
with evidence hierarchy: "IIV-HD has the most substantial body of supporting evidence, followed by IIV-
Adj, and then RIV." The 2024-25 guidance introduced a strong recommendation that enhanced vaccines
"should be offered, when available, over other influenza vaccines for adults 65 years of age and older."

Assessment Criteria:

¢ Does the jurisdiction publicly fund high-dose (IIV-HD) vaccines for all adults 65+?

¢ Does the jurisdiction publicly fund adjuvanted (IIV-Adj) or recombinant (RIV) vaccines for all adults
65+?

¢ Is funding for enhanced vaccines restricted to a subset of the 65+ population?

¢ Are only standard-dose vaccines funded, or is there no universal public program?

2025-26 Season Benchmark: NACI guidance shifts to recommending any enhanced vaccine over
standard dose, removing individual vaccine preferences.

Assessment Criteria:
¢ Does the jurisdiction publicly fund any enhanced vaccine (IIV-HD, IIV-Adj, or RIV) for all adults 65+?

e Is funding for enhanced vaccines restricted to a subset of the 65+ population?
¢ Are only standard-dose vaccines funded, or is there no universal public program?
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ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

PNEUMOCOCCAL

2023-24 Season Benchmark: February 2023 NACI recommendations for newer conjugate vaccines (PNEU-
C-15 or PNEU-C-20)

2024-25 & 2025-26 Season Benchmarks: November 2024 NACI recommendations including PNEU-C-21.
NACI recommends "the use of a higher valency pneumococcal vaccine (i.e., Pneu-C-20@ or Pneu-C-21) in
adult pneumococcal immunization programs.”
Assessment Criteria for All Seasons:

¢ Does the jurisdiction's program meet or exceed NACI recommendations?

e Is the program more restrictive than NACI recommendations?

e Is the program based on out-of-date recommendations?

SHINGLES

All Seasons Benchmark: 2018 NACI recommendations advising recombinant zoster vaccine for adults 50
years of age and older

Assessment Criteria:
¢ Does the jurisdiction fund the recommended vaccine for ALL adults 50+?
e Does the jurisdiction fund the recommended vaccine for ANY subset of adults 50+7?
¢ Is there no public funding for the adult population 50+7?

COVID-19

2023-24 & 2024-25 Season Context: During these periods, COVID-19 vaccines were federally funded
across Canada. Assessment focuses on program availability rather than provincial funding decisions.

Assessment Criteria:

e Are COVID-19 vaccines available through publicly funded programs?
2025-26 Season Context: Provincial and territorial responsibility for COVID-19 vaccine funding began
January 2025.
Assessment Criteria:

¢ Are vaccines and boosters publicly funded for all adults per NACI seasonal guidance?

¢ Are vaccines publicly funded with restrictions not specified by NACI?

¢ Is there no broad public funding program for adults?
RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus)
NACI Public Health Program Recommendations Context: NACI distinguishes between public health
program recommendations (what provinces should fund) and individual clinical decision-making
(discussions between patients and healthcare providers). This assessment evaluates provincial programs
against NACI's public health program recommendations.

2023-24 Season: No formal NACI recommendation existed; assessment based on proactive funding

¢ Did the jurisdiction proactively fund RSV vaccines for older adults ahead of formal recommendations?
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RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) (continued)

2024-25 Season: July 2024 NACI statement established public health program recommendations: "NACI
continues to strongly recommend RSV immunization programs for adults 75 years of age and older" and
"NACI continues to strongly recommend RSV immunization programs for adults 6@ years of age and older
who are residents of nursing homes and other chronic care facilities."

Assessment Criteria:

¢ Does the jurisdiction's program exceed NACI public health program standards (e.g., funds for all
adults 60+)?

¢ Does the jurisdiction's program meet NACI public health program standards (funds for adults 75+
AND adults 6@+ in LTC/chronic care facilities)?

e Is the jurisdiction's program more restrictive than NACI standards (e.g., only 75+, or only LTC
residents)?

e Is there no RSV program for adults?

2025-26 Season: March 2025 NACI guidance maintained the same public health program
recommendations. Resulting changes - none. Criteria maintained for 2024-25 season

TDAP (Tetanus-Diphtheria-Acellular Pertussis)

All Seasons: 2003 NACI guidance for adult booster programs

Public Health Context: With recent pertussis resurgence across Canadian communities, adult pertussis
protection is critical. Many adults have unknown vaccination status and should be able to access Tdap
boosters to ensure protection against whooping cough. Additionally, older adults who volunteer in
hospitals, maternity wards, or provide childcare for newborn grandchildren need booster doses as part of
cocooning strategies to protect vulnerable infants from pertussis exposure.

Assessment Criteria:

e Does the jurisdiction publicly fund adult Tdap booster programs AND specific Tdap boosters for adults
in close contact with newborns?

e Does the jurisdiction publicly fund routine adult Tdap boosters but without specific programs for
contacts with newborns?

¢ Is there no adult Tdap booster program (uses Td-only boosters) or no universal adult booster
program?

ACCESS ASSESSMENT

The ACCESS category evaluates the availability and delivery channels for publicly funded adult vaccines.
Jurisdictions can only be assessed for vaccines they publicly fund.

ACCESS Philosophy: We advocate for the broadest possible vaccine distribution across multiple channels.
ACCESS assessment reflects practical delivery settings for each vaccine type while recognizing that
certain settings are more appropriate for specific vaccines.

Vaccine-Specific Access Channels

Access channels are assessed individually for each publicly funded vaccine based on evidence of
organized, accessible programs through each channel.
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Respiratory Vaccines
Influenza, Pneumococcal, COVID-19, and RSV are assessed for ACCESS through:

Pharmacy Access: Province-wide access through community pharmacies

Long-Term Care Facilities: Organized, proactive vaccination programs for LTC residents

Congregate Living Settings: Programs for retirement homes, assisted living facilities

Mobile Outreach/In-Home Services: Services for homebound individuals with mobility limitations,

supporting aging-in-place in community

¢ Healthcare Provider Offices: Routine availability through primary care (family doctors, nurse
practitioners)

e Public Health Units: Comprehensive vaccine programs through accessible public health clinics

Rationale: Respiratory vaccines require broad distribution due to annual/frequent administration,
seasonal timing, and infection control priorities for both institutional and community-dwelling seniors.
Mobile outreach mirrors LTC distribution logic, as PSW workers often serve both settings and
community-dwelling seniors face similar vulnerability.

Non-Respiratory Vaccines
Shingles and Tdap are assessed for ACCESS through:

e Pharmacy Access: Province-wide access through community pharmacies

e Healthcare Provider Offices: Routine availability through primary care

e Public Health Units: Vaccine programs through public health clinics
Rationale: These vaccines involve one-time or very infrequent doses that are not time-sensitive and
don't require organized mobile campaigns or institutional programs. Pharmacy, HCP offices, and public
health units provide appropriate access for scheduled vaccination.

Note on LTC/Congregate Care: Jurisdictions are not assessed for shingles or Tdap in LTC/congregate
settings, as these are not practical delivery settings for infrequent, non-respiratory vaccines.

ACCESS Assessment Criteria for Each Channel
For each applicable access channel, assessment considers:
e Is there clear evidence of comprehensive, organized programs with minimal barriers?
e Is access limited (geographic restrictions, pilot programs only, significant administrative barriers)?
e Is there no evidence of access through this channel?
Note: Jurisdictions moving away from healthcare provider offices or limiting public health unit services
represent concerning trends in reduced access through traditional healthcare channels. Similarly,

reductions in mobile outreach programs for those aging in place represent a concerning erosion of
support for community-dwelling seniors with mobility challenges.

AWARENESS ASSESSMENT

The AWARENESS category evaluates jurisdictional commitment to transparency, engagement, and equity
in adult immunization across three themes.
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Theme 1: Digital Immunization Infrastructure
Digital Access to Personal Immunization Records
e Does the jurisdiction offer a secure, user-friendly digital portal/app for residents to access complete
immunization history?
e Is there no digital access?
Centralized Vaccination Records
e Is there a province-wide centralized vaccination registry accessible to authorized healthcare
providers?
e Is the registry fragmented, has limited access, lacks comprehensive data, or doesn't exist?
Theme 2: Education and Stakeholder Engagement
Provider Education
e Does the jurisdiction provide current, accessible educational resources for healthcare professionals
reflecting latest NACI recommendations?
e Are resources outdated, hard to find, not comprehensive, or non-existent?
Public Education
e Does the jurisdiction conduct proactive, multi-channel public awareness campaigns actively
promoting adult immunization beyond seasonal flu messaging?
e Are campaigns only reactive or minimal (basic website content, seasonal flu-only campaigns)?
Theme 3: Equity and Targeted Outreach
Indigenous Outreach
e Are there dedicated, culturally appropriate outreach and vaccination programs developed in
collaboration with Indigenous communities?
e Are there only general statements about equity without evidence of specific programs?
¢ Is there no evidence of targeted outreach OR evidence of inadequate/inappropriate approaches?
Equity for Populations Facing Barriers
e Are there proactive, targeted outreach for populations facing healthcare barriers or increased disease

risk?
e Is there no evidence of targeted outreach OR evidence of inadequate/inappropriate approaches?

FINAL GRADE CALCULATION

Final grades are calculated using a weighted scoring system that reflects the relative importance of each
assessment category:

Weighting Structure:
e FUNDING: 60% (primary driver of vaccine program effectiveness)

e ACCESS: 25% (critical for program implementation and reach)
e AWARENESS: 15% (supporting infrastructure and engagement)



ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

Calculation Method:

¢ Calculate percentage score for each category: (Points Earned + Maximum Points Possible) x 100
¢ Apply category weights:
o FUNDING Percentage x 60% = Weighted Score
o ACCESS Percentage x 25% = Weighted Score
o AWARENESS Percentage x 15% = Weighted Score
e Sum weighted scores for final percentage
¢ Apply grading scale to final percentage

Official Grading Scale:

A+: 90-100% B+: 78-79% C+: 68-69% D+: 58-59% F: Below 50%
A: 85-89% B: 73-77% C: 63-67% D: 53-57%
A-: 80-84% B-: 70-72% C-: 60-62% D-: 50-52%

DATA SOURCES
All assessments are based exclusively on official government and health authority sources, including:

Provincial/territorial government websites and health departments

Public health authority documentation

Official immunization schedules and program guides

Health ministry policy directives

NACI guidance documents published by the Government of Canada

Other statistical documents published by the Government of Canada or the Canadian Institute for
Health Information (CIHI)

Sources are verified for temporal alignment with assessment periods to ensure policies were in effect
during the relevant seasons. We are only able to make an assessment based on information we are able
to source and verify.

METHODOLOGY NOTES
Key Assessment Principles

¢ Meet or Exceed NACI Standards: Jurisdictions are evaluated on alignment with NACI's public health
program recommendations, with credit given for exceeding standards

e 50+ Age Lens: Focus remains on vaccines and recommendations relevant to adults 50+, excluding
pregnancy-specific programs and vaccines with recommendations that end before age 50

¢ Evidence-Based Evaluation: All scoring decisions require documented evidence from official sources;
aspirational statements without implementation evidence receive no credit

¢ Information Accessibility: If we can't find the information through publicly available sources, how
would the general public be able to find it? This ensures our assessments reflect not only what
programs exist, but how transparently they are communicated to the Canadians they serve.

¢ Practical Access Assessment: Access scoring reflects realistic vaccine distribution appropriate to
each vaccine type and setting

¢ Transparency and Accountability: Scoring methodology is designed to incentivize comprehensive,
well-documented programs that serve older adults effectively

Assessment methodology developed by CanAge to evaluate adult vaccination program effectiveness

across Canadian jurisdictions. This methodology prioritizes evidence-based evaluation using official
government sources and established clinical guidance.
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GLOSSARY

Aging in Place Aging in place means having the health and
social supports and services come to you in order to live
safely and independently in your home for as long

as you wish and are able. This may include government
funded services provided by personal care/support
workers.

Alternative Levels of Care (ALC) Describes patients who
occupy a hospital bed but no longer need the acute, intensive
care provided in that setting. They require a different, less
intensive level of care, such as rehabilitation, personal care,
home care, or other community services, and are essentially
waiting for placement in a more appropriate facility or
program. ALC designation is important because it identifies a
barriers to efficient healthcare, as it blocks hospital beds for
acute patients and can delay care for others.

Community Health Centre Community Health Centres

are multi-sector health and health care organizations that
deliver integrated, people-centred services and programs

reflecting the needs and priorities of the communities they
ser ve.

Congregate Care Settings A group living setting where

a number of unrelated people reside in close proximity for
either a limited or an extended period of time and receive
care services in that location. May be called: Nursing Homes,
Assisted Living, Supportive Living, etc.

COVID-19 COVID-19 (coronavirus disease 2019) is a disease
caused by a virus named SARS-CoV-2 and was discovered in
December 2019 in Wuhan, China. It is very contagious and
has quickly spread around the world.

Diphtheria According to the Government of Canada (2018),
diphtheria is a disease that is caused by the toxin-producing
strains of the bacteria Corynebacterium diphtheriae. This
bacterium is commonly spread through person-to-person
contact and affects mucous membranes, specifically skin
and upper respiratory tract.

Doctor's Office While here we say Doctors' offices, we

are generally talking about licensed medical practices
primarily engaged in the private or group practice of

general or specialized medicine or surgery. Examples: private
practices, walk-in clinics, health centres. This may also
extend from physicians to nurse practitioners and other
health care providers (HCPs).

Immunocompromised From NACI: asplenia; solid organ
transplant; immunocompromising therapy including use of
long-term corticosteroids (other than by inhalation, topical, or
injection into a joint) e.g. oral prednisone for longer than two
weeks, chemotherapy, radiation therapy, post-organ
transplant therapy and certain anti-rheumatic drugs; Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV); hematopoietic stem cell
transplant (HSCT); malignant neoplasms; nephrotic syndrome;
sickle cell disease.

Influenza Influenza is a respiratory infection caused by
influenza A and B viruses. Seasonal influenza epidemics
occur annually in Canada, generally in the late fall and winter
months. Typical symptoms include the sudden onset of fever,
cough, and muscle aches and can cause serious health
complications for those with comorbidities such as diabetes
or heart conditions, leading to reduced functional ability in
extreme cases.

Long-Term Care Facilities that provide living
accommodations for senior residents who require on-

site distribution of care and services 24 hours a day,

seven days a week. Examples of provided services and care
would be help getting out of bed, getting dressed, bathing,
laundry, meals, health check ups, administering of
medication, or housekeeping.

Each province/territory may use different names:

ON, NL, NU, NT, NB, YT, AB - Long-Term Care

BC - Long-term Care, Residential Care Facility

MB - Personal Care Home

QC - Residential and Long-term care Centre (CHSLD)
NS - Residential Care Facilities

SK - Special Care Homes, Long-term Care

PE - Long-Term Care or Nursing Homes

NACI National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)
makes recommendations for the use of vaccines currently or
newly approved for use in humans in Canada. NACI provides
the Public Health Agency of Canada with ongoing and timely
medical, scientific, and public health advice relating to
immunization.

Pandemic A disease prevalent over a whole country or
the world.

Pertussis As stated by the Government of Canada
(2020), pertussis is caused by Bordetella pertussis
bacteria. Pertussis, also known as whooping cough, is a
contagious infection targeting the lungs and airways.

Pharmacy Establishments, known as pharmacies and
drug stores, primarily engaged in retailing prescription
or non-prescription drugs and medicines.

PCV-XX (Pneumococcal conjugate multivalent vaccines)
PCV-20, and PCV-21 are variants of Pneumococcal Conjugate
Vaccines (PNEU-C) approved by Health Canada to safeguard
individuals against infections caused by the bacterium
Streptococcus pneumoniae. These numbers in their names
represent the count of distinct bacterial serotypes each
vaccine shields against, offering an extensive protection
spectrum. Particularly beneficial for immunocompromised
individuals or those more prone to invasive pneumococcal
disease (IPD), these vaccines are a crucial tool in promoting
public health for all ages, especially amongst the older
population.
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PNEU-P-23 (Pneumococcal polysaccharide 23-valent)
Vaccine The PNEU-P-23 vaccine prevents pneumonia and
other infections caused by 23 types of streptococcus
pneumoniae bacteria.

Pneumococcal (pneumonia) The bacterium Streptococcus
pneumoniae is the cause of invasive pneumococcal disease
(IPD) and a common cause of community-acquired
pneumonia (CAP).

Public Funding/Publicly Funded Paid for by the
provincial/territorial government.

Public Health Site A Public Health Site is an official health
location where vaccinations are administered. They also may
offer healthy living programs and disease prevention
information.

RSV RSV, or Respiratory Syncytial Virus, is a common,
contagious virus that affects the respiratory tract.
Predominantly occurring in the fall and winter months, it
often manifests with symptoms resembling the common
cold. While most people recover in a week or two, RSV can be
particularly severe in infants, older adults, and those with
weakened immune systems, sometimes leading to serious
respiratory infections like bronchiolitis or pneumonia.
Recently, vaccines have been developed to provide protection
against RSV, aiming to safeguard the most vulnerable groups
from severe illness and complications associated with this
virus.

Senior For the purposes of this report, “senior” is defined
through a health care delivery policy lens as it pertains to
each identified vaccine in order to establish a metric for
assessment: influenza: 65+; Pneumonia; 65+; all other
illnesses: 65+, Shingles 50+. Where data has been collected
by age cohort, we indicate that age marker in the report. Age
demarcation used in this report is reflective of third-party
data sets. CanAge takes a life course approach, and seeks
age-inclusion, rather than using a specific age-number.

Seniors' Guide/Information Booklet Document that contains
information pertaining to seniors produced by provinces and
territories.

Seniors-specific Any course of prevention and/or treatment
that is specific to older adults (seniors). While the
Government of Canada generally considers the age of seniors
to be 65+, it is important to note that those aged 50+ are at
risk for a number of serious health conditions that can have
serious impacts on the quality and longevity of life, including
heart disease, diabetes, obesity, and excessive use of alcohol
or tobacco.

Shingles Herpes zoster (shingles) is a manifestation of
reactivation of the chicken-pox virus that causes neuropathic
pain and a dermatomal vesicular rash.

Vaccin Un produit qui stimule le systéme immunitaire d'une
personne pour produire une immunité contre une maladie
spécifique, protégeant ainsi la personne contre cette
maladie. Les vaccins sont généralement administrés par des
injections avec une aiguille, mais peuvent également étre
administrés par voie orale ou pulvérisés dans le nez.

PCV-13, PCV-15 et PCV-20 (Vaccins conjugués polyvalents
contre le pneumocoque)

PCV-13, PCV-15 et PCV-20 sont des variantes des vaccins
conjugués polyvalents contre le pneumocoque (PNEU-C)
approuvés par Santé Canada pour protéger les individus
contre les infections causées par la bactérie Streptococcus
pneumoniae. Les chiffres dans leurs noms représentent le
nombre de sérotypes bactériens distincts contre lesquels
chaque vaccin offre une protection, offrant ainsi un large
spectre de protection. Ces vaccins sont particulierement
bénéfiques pour les personnes immunodéprimées ou plus
susceptibles de contracter une maladie pneumococcique
invasive (MPI), et ils constituent un outil crucial pour
promouvoir la santé publique d tous les dges, en particulier
chez les personnes dgées. PCV-20 est le dernier vaccin de ce
type approuveé au Canada et protége contre 20 sérotypes
bactériens distincts.

Vaccin PNEU-P-23 (Vaccin polysaccharidique 23-valent
contre le pneumocoque) Le vaccin PNEU-P-23 prévient la
pneumonie et d'autres infections causées par 23 types de
bactéries streptococcus pneumoniae.

Vaccin contre le zona Le vaccin recombinant contre le zona
(RZV) est un vaccin spécifiquement formulé recommandé
pour les adultes de 50 ans et plus, utilisé pour prévenir le
virus de la varicelle-zona (VZV).

Vieillir chez soi Vieillir chez soi signifie bénéficier de soutiens
de santé et de services sociaux pour vivre en toute sécurité
et en toute indépendance & domicile aussi longtemps que
vous le souhaitez et que vous en étes capable. Cela peut
inclure des services financés par le gouvernement fournis
par des travailleurs de soins personnels ou de soutien.

Le Zona, ou herpés zoster, est une manifestation de la
réactivation du virus de la varicelle qui provoque des
douleurs neuropathiques et une éruption cutanée vésiculaire
dermatomale.
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o Source for: Data on number of long-term care beds across Canada
o URL: https://www.cihi.ca/en/how-many-long-term-care-beds-are-there-in-canada

Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) - 2022 Health Workforce Data
o Source for: Data on the number of Physicians and Pharmacists
o URL: https://www.cihi.ca/en/the-state-of-the-health-workforce-in-canada-2022/go-in-
depth-2022-health-workforce-data

Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) - National Health Expenditure Trends
o Source for: health expenditure per capita
o URL: https://www.cihi.ca/en/national-health-expenditure-trends

Public Health Agency of Canada - Respiratory Virus Surveillance Infobase
o Source for: Seasonal influenza and COVID-19 vaccine uptake rates (data aggregated for
territories).
o URL: https://health-infobase.canada.ca/respiratory-virus-surveillance/
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1710000501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv.action?pid=1310090501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/82-003-x/2024001/article/00002-eng.htm
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/ccdss/data-tool/Age?G=00&V=39&M=2&S=B
https://www.cihi.ca/en
https://www.cihi.ca/en/how-many-long-term-care-beds-are-there-in-canada
https://www.cihi.ca/en/the-state-of-the-health-workforce-in-canada-2022/go-in-depth-2022-health-workforce-data
https://www.cihi.ca/en/the-state-of-the-health-workforce-in-canada-2022/go-in-depth-2022-health-workforce-data
https://www.cihi.ca/en/national-health-expenditure-trends
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/respiratory-virus-surveillance/
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This lists the official government sources CanAge used to create its Vaccine Report Card. The links are
sorted by assessment area for each of Canada's 13 provinces and territories. Links denoted with an

asterisk* are archived links from a prior year.

ALBERTA (FUNDING):
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-immunization-policy

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/aip/resource/f3e4254f-
73b3-4daa-9940-3668056987f7/download /AIP-Adult-
Schedule.pdf

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/hp/cdc/if-
hp-cdc-highdose-inf-vac-bio-pg-07-266.pdf

https://web.archive.org/web/20241217023334 /https://www.a
Iberta.ca/alberta-immunization-policy*

https://web.archive.org/web/20241028165126/https://open.al
berta.ca/dataset/58d31634-61d9-469d-b95f-
f714719b923e/resource/951c@e8c-e151-4dc6-9140-
€9238eb8734b/download/aip-bp-influenza-quadrivalent-
inactivated-high-dose.pdf*

https://web.archive.org/web/20231228205827/https://www.a
Iberta.ca/alberta-immunization-policy*

https://web.archive.org/web/20231103113426/https://open.al
berta.ca/dataset/58d31634-61d9-469d-b95f-
f714719b923e/resource/951c@e8c-e151-4dc6-9140-
€9238eb8734b/download/aip-bp-influenza-quadrivalent-
inactivated-high-dose.pdf*

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Topic/Immunization/pages/pne
umococcal-conjugate-2@0-vaccine.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20241226144640 /https://www.a
Iberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule*

https://web.archive.org/web/20231130081525/https://www.a
Iberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule*

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Topic/Immunization/pages/shin
grix-shingles-vaccine.aspx

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/58d31634-61d9-469d-b95f-
f714719b923e/resource/accdb777-2919-426a-adea-
b8dbe896115d/download/aip-bp-herpes-zoster-shingrix.pdf

https://web.archive.org/web/20231226213148/https://open.alberta
.ca/dataset/58d31634-61d9-469d-b95f-
f714719b923e/resource/accdb777-2919-426a-a0ea-
b8dbe896115d/download/aip-bp-herpes-zoster-shingrix.pdf*

https://web.archive.org/web/20240518113244/https://myhealth.alb
erta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/covid-19-vaccine.aspx*

https://web.archive.org/web/20231128203809/https://myhealth.alb
erta.ca/Topic/lmmunization/pages/covid-19-vaccine.aspx*

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Topic/lmmunization/pages/rsv-
vaccine.aspx

https://web.archive.org/web/20240202200842/https://myhealth.alb
erta.ca/Topic/Immunization/pages/rsv-vaccine.aspx

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/hp/cdc/if-
hp-cdc-tdap-info-sh-07-210-r@1.pdf

https://web.archive.org/web/20231208220411/https://www.a
Iberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule*

ALBERTA (ACCESS):

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/findhealth/Service.asp
x?id=5825

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/Immunization/Pages/book
-appointment.aspx?tab=2

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/influe
nza-vaccine.aspx

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/58d31634-61d9-469d-b95f-
f714719b923e/resource/8941e5e5-703c-45b8-a0%c-
772a5f94b9b7/download/aip-alberta-outreach-
immunization-program.pdf

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/Immunization/Pages/book
-appointment.aspx

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/article/flu-shot-rollout-
begins-this-week-as-doctors-urge-vaccination-for-people-
at-risk/

https://web.archive.org/web/20240616154655/https://www.a
Ibertahealthservices.ca//findhealth/service.aspx?1d=5825*

https://web.archive.org/web/20250000000000* /https://myh
ealth.alberta.ca/topic/Immunization/Pages/book-
appointment.aspx*

https://web.archive.org/web/20221103231616/https://www.al
bertahealthservices.ca/findhealth/Service.aspx?id=5825*

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/pneu
mococcal-conjugate-2@-vaccine.aspx

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/pneu
mococcal-conjugate-15-vaccine.aspx

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Topic/Immunization/pages/pne
umococcal-conjugate-20-vaccine.aspx

https://web.archive.org/web/20240723081330/https://myhea
Ith.alberta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/pneumococcal-
conjugate-15-vaccine.aspx*

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/rsv-
vaccine.aspx

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/topic/immunization/pages/tdap-
vaccine.aspx
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ALBERTA (AWARENESS)

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=938073DB91799-
EF1B-EA76-87A1E3CAS5A46C5E3

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/myhealthrecords

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=6371824FQC0Q44-
BC52-8DEB-7A0510B41BF3B6EA

https://www.albertanetcare.ca/
https://www.albertanetcare.ca/infoforalbertans.htm

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Topic/Immunization/pages/imm
unization-records.aspx

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/cdc/Pagel@802.aspx

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Topic/Immunization/pages/defa
ult.aspx

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Pagel8894.aspx

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/info/Pagel7791.aspx

AS WELL AS A SCAN OF THESE SOCIAL MEDIA AND
NEWSFEEDS FROM ALBERTA:

https://www.facebook.com/youralberta.ca/
https://twitter.com/YourAlberta
https://www.instagram.com/youralberta/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/government-of-alberta/
https://www.instagram.com/albertahealthservices/
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/about/socialmedia.as
px#facebook
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/about/socialmedia.as
px#twitter

http://www.youtube.com/AHSChannel
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/alberta-health-services
https://www.alberta.ca/news
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/news.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/news/Pagel926.aspx

BRITISH COLUMBIA (FUNDING):

https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-
gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%2@Forms/Guidelines%
20and%2@Manuals/Immunization/Vaccine%2@Info/Vaccines
-Recommended-Adults.pdf

https://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-
resources/communicable-disease-control-
manual/immunization

https://wwwz2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-
professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/vaccine-
resources-for-pharmacists

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/managing-your-
health/immunizations/flu

https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-
gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%2@Forms/Guidelines%
20and%2@Manuals/Immunization/Vaccine%20Info/Archived_
FluzoneHD_QandA_Aug_2019.pdf

BRITISH COLUMBIA (FUNDING):

https://web.archive.org/web/20240217001244 /https://
www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-
professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/vaccine-
resources-for-pharmacists

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/health-
library/immunizations/schedules/recommended-vaccines-
adults#:~:text=The%20pneumococcal%2@conjugate%20vacci
ne%20is,This%2@vaccine%20is%20free.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-
coverage/pharmacare/vaccine-crit.pdf
https://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-
resources/vaccines-in-bc

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-
coverage/pharmacare/4h.pdf
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/shingles-
vaccine

https://web.archive.org/web/20240312193542/https://
www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-
professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/vaccine-
resources-for-pharmacists

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/managing-
your-health/immunizations/covid-19-immunization

https://www.bccdc.ca/resource-
gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%2@Forms/Guidelines
%20and%2@Manuals/Immunization/Vaccine%20@Info/Vaccine
s-Recommended-Adults.pdf

https://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-
resources/communicable-disease-control-
manual/immunization

https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-
professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/vaccine-
resources-for-pharmacists

https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/managing-
your-health/immunizations/flu
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